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PEREGRINE FALCON THREATENED 


The Peregrine Falcon (Duck Hawk), a badge of royalty 
in ancient times and a favorite of medieval knights, is in 
danger of extinction in North America because of modern 
pesticides, according to a Cornell University scientist. 

Tom J. Cade, research director at the University's 
Laboratory of Ornithology, who returned recently from 
Alaska, said the levels of DDT and related chemicals in the 
eggs, fat and tissue of the species are perilously high even 
in falcons from remote sections of the Arctic. 

\ - i • I * 

"They are right at the brink of disaster, and if 
their contamination level keeps rising, we can expect 
these magnificent birds to disappear in Alaska,just as 
they have in eastern United States and western Europe," 

Cade said. "Their continued presence in North America ap¬ 
pears to be threatened to a great extent than the more 
widely publicized case of the case of the Bald Eagle." 

• t 

I 

» r I 

Cade headed a research team which studied the Pere¬ 
grine Falcons in a forested region along the Yukon River 
and in a treeless tundra region along the Colville River. 

The researchers found that the levels of pesticide in the 
Alaskan eggs are about the same as those found in England, 
where the bird's population has decreased about 65 percent 
since 1948. 

Although population centers in Alaska are sprayed 
because of mosquitoes, this is not the principal danger, 

Cade said. The big danger is that the falcons feed on 
birds which are contaminated during their winter migrations 
to the south. 

• » f 

. * t 

The world's most wide-ranging predatory bird, the 
Falcon has experienced unprecedented reductions in breeding 
populations since World War II in Europe as well as on the 
continent. The adult Peregrine Falcon is about the size of 
a large crow. Its back is steel blue and its breast light 
buff. The Falcon has been called the world's most perfect 
flying machine, the fiercest and the fastest bird. Its 
ordinary cruising speed is between 40 to 60 miles an hour, 
but when it swoops for a kill, it attains speeds estimated 
at up to 200 miles an hour. Perhaps its most famous claim 
to fame, however, is that it provides man with the sport of 
falconry, one of the oldest sports in existence. The Mid¬ 
dle East is the only place where falconry is.still practiced 
on a grand scale. 
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PLANT ING FOR BIRDS 


Birds need cover as well as food; brush piles, briar 
tangles and small evergreens make good cover. Birds like 
what we call "edge," that is, where two habitats meet: 
grass and shrubs, lawn and flower bed, or field and trees. 
Different species prefer different habitats. Birds feeding 
attract even more birds. Water is always attractive to 
birds. . • 

t 4 I | | ' | 

Grosbeaks, Robins, Cedar Waxwings, Orioles, Catbirds, 
Brown Thrashers, Flickers, Purple Finches, Bluebirds, Vireos, 
Myrtle Warblers, Tree Swallows are some of the birds at¬ 
tracted by berries of the following plants: 

'it - • * » 

DECIDUOUS TREES 

• •.! # * 

• ■ * ,')j 

Flowering crab - Malus floribunda - best all-round 
decorative small tree. Fruits in early fall. Pine gros¬ 
beaks. 

Cherries - Bird, Prunus pensylvanica - Black, P. 
serotina - Choke, P. virginiana - all these are native 
cherries.. Fruits in summer. 

Dogwoods - Flowering, Cornus florida - Pagoda tree, C. 
alternifolia - C. florida, spring flowers, red fruits and 
foliage in fall; C. alternifolia, small tree, blue-black 
fruits in late summer. 

Juneberry (shadbush) - Amelanchier canadensis - small 
tree, red fruits in early summer, good autumn leaf color. 

Washington thorn - Crataegus Phaenopyrum - best of the 
hawthorns. Bright red fruits into winter. Attractive all 
year. 

Mountain ash - American - Sorbus americana - European, 
Sorbus Aucuparia - Fast-growing trees, beautiful in bloom. 
Orange fruits in fall. 

Russian.olive (Oleaster) - Elaeagnus angustifolia - 
Silvery foliage, silver-scaled fruits in fall. Set 
several for cross pollination. Fine for seashore sites. 

SHRUBS 

' i 

Barberry, Japanese - Berberis thunbergi - Protection, 
nesting. Red fruits fall to spring sometimes taken by 
migrants. 

Bayberry - Myrica pensylvanica - Leaves fragrant. Gray 
fruits early winter attract myrtle warblers. 

Red osier dogwood - Cornus stolonifera - Native shrub, 
red twigs, white fall fruit. 


o « 


Cont’d. . 
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PLAN TING FOR BIRDS (Cont’d.) 

I • 

Winterberry or Black alder - Ilex verticillata - 
Deciduous red-berried holly. Fruits in early winter. Likes 

moist sites. 

Tatarian honeysuckle - Lonicera tatarica Deep red 
flowers and abundant fruit in early summer. Provides 
nesting cover. 

Viburnums - Arrowwood, Viburnum dentatum - Nannyberry, 

V. lentago - High bush cranberry, V. trilobum. V. Len- 
tago, blue fruits in fall; V. Trilobum, red winter fruits. 
Vigorous native shrubs that will stand some shade. 

Blueberry - Vaccinium spp. Low, medium and high 
varieties. Fruits in summer. 

Elderberry - Sambucus canadensis - Deep purple fruits 
in summer. (This and the next two species for the wild 
garden) . 

Blackberry - Rubus canadensis - A species with few 
prickles. 

Raspberry - Rubus idaeus - This and the blackberry 
make good cover and food. Nesting for catbirds, and 
thrashers. 

Multiflora rose - large size and rank growth, but ex¬ 
cellent cover and food. Red fruits in winter. 

Privet - Ligustrum regelianum - hardy, makes good un¬ 
pruned hedge. Black winter fruits eaten by grosbeaks. 

Redpolls, Siskins, Goldfinches, Grosbeaks, Cross¬ 
bills, Titmice, Tree Sparrows, Juncos eat seeds of these: 

TREES . ...... : . 

Birches - Seeds in winter; aphids in summer. 

Conifers, especially firs, red cedar, spruces and hem¬ 
lock. Shelter and seeds. . 

* . * * * 

SHRUBS . . . 

f , ) * . • * » • • . , ’ 

• • 

$ 

Shrubby St. John’s-wort, weigelia. 

VINES 

Grape, Vitis sp.; and Virginia creeper, Parthenocissus 
quinquefoiia. 

For Hummingbirds - trumpet vine, honeysuckle, nicotiana, 
larkspur, columbine, bee balm, red salvia. 

Remember, a weed patch (poke berry, goldenrod, sun¬ 
flower, pigweed, meadowsweet, etc.) attracts winter birds. 
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BUTTERFLIES OF THE HAMILTON AREA 
AND OTHER INTER ESTING AREAS 


Alan Wormington 

For two years I have collected butterflies in the 
Hamilton area from March to November. There are 79 species: 
52 Papilionoidea and 27 Hesperioidea. 

The area stretches from Waterdown to Beverly Swamp, 
Galt, Paris, Lynden and Ancaster, including local areas 
such as Short Hills, St. Williams Forest Station, Long 
Point, (Lighthouse), Pinery Provincial Park and Halton 
County Forest, Campbellville. 

For each species, I have given a brief introduction, 
the earliest date that I have caught the adult and an 
area in which they may be found. . 

PAPILIONOIDEA 

V ' -1 t * 

Lethe portlandia (Pearly Eye) : Common in sunlit woods 
and sometimes”grassy""marshesHard to catch since it lands 
on tree trunks. Earliest date: July 3. Areas: Rock 
Chapel, Glen Morris. 

Leth e eurydice (Eyed B ro wn) : Common in grassy meadows 
and even open woods. It flies Bmongst the grasses. 

Earliest date: June 26. Areas: Short Hills, Beverly 
Swamp. 

Euptychia cymela (Little Wood Satyr) : Abundant at 
edges of woods and dry meadows. Earliest date: June 5. 
Areas: Watson’s Lane, Radial Line. 

Cer cy onis pegala (Wood Nymph): Abundant in any open 
area. The two "suFspecies hybrid and form interesting 
variations. Earliest date: June 30. Areas: Watson's 
Lane, short Hills. 

Danaus Plexippus (Monarch): Abundant, especially in 
clover fields in late fall. Earliest date: June 8. Areas: 
most common in Beverly Swamp. 

♦ I • 

E uptoi et a clau dia (Variegated Fritillary) : Quite rare, 
this Butterfly' could Be Tound~almost anywhere. Areas: 
Children’s Garden. 


9 9 


Cont’d. . 
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BUTTERFLIES (Cont'd.) 

S peveria cvbele (Great Spangled Fritillary).: Fair 1 y 
common in burned areas and wet meadows. Visits milkweed. 
Earliest date: June 22. Areas: Short Hills, Watson"s 

Lane. ■ 

Speveria aphrodite (Aphrodite): Common in restricted 
areas. Visits Butterfly-weed and Swamp Milkweed. Earliest 
date: July 20. Areas: St. Williams, Copetown. 

•'ll •’ ’’’I . * i* 

B o.loria selene (Silver-Bordered Fritillary) :. Very com¬ 
mon in wet meadows. Visits Joe-Pye-Weed. Earliest date: 

May 24. Areas: Short Hills, Mineral Springs. 

( • 

*♦ • % i 

Boloria toddi (Meadow Fritillary): Less common than 
the preceding, but easier to find. Found in wet meadow's, 
fields, and open woods. Earliest date: May 24. Areas: 

Short Hills, Campbellville. 

• f i • 

> ji . v • , * 7 / ! i i 

F.nphvd rvas phaeton (Baltimore): Common locally in wet 
meadows. Lands on bare ground and tall grasses. Earliest 
date: July 7. Areas: Short Hills (very common). 

; f - , if , t {'.•/._) f ( ; ; ' T, /; ’ *• > , ; [' [ ' 

Melitaea nycteis (Silvery Checkerspot): Locally abun¬ 
dant in" dry areas like railroad tracks. Earliest date: 

June 11. Areas: Rock Chapel, (railroad), radial line. 

t ■ * * ' • 

f • * * ', ~V f** • • | ♦ • ♦ • % 5 • . • 

■P hyciodes batesii (Tawny Crescent): Locally abundant. 
Visits Hawk-weed flowers. Earliest date: June 1. • Areas: 
radial line (abundant), Pinery P.P. 

Phyciodes tharos (Pearl Crescent): Abundant in any 
field or woods. Visits mud puddles. Earliest date: 

May 24. Areas: radial line, Rock Chapel, (railroad). 

I a 

• * it 

• t # | . » 

Polyqonia interrogation^ (Question Mark): Common 
near rows of trees or wood edges. Earliest date: May 24. 
Areas:' Watson’s Lane, radial line., • 

P olyqonia comma (Hop Merchant): Common in heavily 
wooded areas. Visits sap in spring. Earliest date: 

March 30. Areas: Rock Chapel, Beverly Swamp. 

• . f 

. ;. ' T - . • 

P olyqonia progne (Gray Comma): . Common in the same area 
as Comma" Earliest date: March 30. Areas: Beverly 
Swamp, Glen Morris. 

N vmphalis .i-album (Compton's Tortoise Shell): Some years 
very common, but usually rare. Visits sap on trees. This 
species is believed to migrate here from the north during 
the nighttime hours. Earliest date: March 28. Areas: 
Westdale Ravine. 


to be continued next month 
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CLUB activities 


Monthly Meeting -- Monday, January 12th, 1970, 8:00 P.M. 

f 

"A Naturalist looks at Australia" is the title of Dr. 

J. B. Falls’ talk to be given on January 12th at the R.B. 

G. Headquarters. Dr. Falls is an ecologist from the Uni¬ 
versity of Toronto. He will take us on an insider's tour 
of the unusual areas in which he worked during his sab¬ 
batical year "Down Under." 

4 ! » 1 * ’ ^ ) i V . # 

Monday, February 9th, 1970 -- William Carrick, director 

of the Kortwright Waterfowl Research Station, near Guelph, 
will speak on Waterfowl. 

f 

Audubon Screen Tours -- Wednesday, January 7th, 1970. 

Don’t forget the Audubon Screen Tour on January 7th. 
There will not be a screen tour in February. The Screen 
Tour on January 7th will be held in Scott Park Secondary 
School, King Street East at 8:00 p.m. "Sweden" is the 
subject, and the lecturer, Mr. John Douglas Bulger. 

F ield Trips -- Sunday, January 11th, 1970. Annual Duck 
Census. Meet at the High Level Bridge at 10 a.m. Bring a 
lunch. Leader -- George North, 522-6082. 

I 

Sunday, February 1st, 1970. Workshop to repair V.'ood Duck 
Boxes. Meet at Spencer Creek Bridge on Highway 102 at 
10 a.m. Wear waterproof footwear. Leader -- Jim Anderson, 
627-7151. 


— J UNIOR CLUB 

I • * • 1 • .v * • • , 

January 10th, 197 0 -- Mr. Jim Anderson will speak to the 
Junior Club on "fhe Duck." The meeting will be held at 
the Children's Garden in Westdale at 10:30 a.m. 



February 14th, 197 0 -- "Hibernating Animals" is the subject 
of Mr. John Scott’s talk. The meeting will be held at the 
same time and place as the above. 

Ja nuary 24th, 197 0 -- There will be a hike on January 24th. 
Time: 9:30 a.m. Meet at King Street West and Bond Street. 
Wear warm clothing. For further information call Mr. Fred 
Wenzell, 528-6600. 
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NEW NATURE BOOKS IN THE ARTS AND SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
__ HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY _ 

Books on birds continue to be in great demand and 
perhaps are the most popular of all books for nature lovers. 

The following is a selection of the most recent titles: 

* • . : ' , ' ' 

Many of these books are concerned with bird life 
in the South-eastern United States, and "The Roseate Spoon¬ 
bill" by Robert Porter Allen describes the continued decline 
of this formerly abundant bird in Florida. "The Ivory¬ 
billed Woodpecker" by James T. Tanner is also concerned 
with the danger of extinction to this species and the book 
is the result of three years of field work in the swampy 
forests of the South-eastern U.S. "The World of the Great 
White Heron" by Marjory Bartlett Sanger is, however, a 
joyful saga of the Florida keys and describes.the whole 
colonies of animal and plant life which inhabit the reefs 
and beaches, sea and sky. Most particularly, she is con¬ 
cerned with Ardea occidentalis, the great white heron of 
the keys which is a symbol of this exotic corner of the 
world. 

. i 

Two more books describing bird life on the American 
continent are "The California'Condor" by Carl B. Koford 
which covers the distribution, population, feeding, fighting 
and conservation of this interesting bird, and "Studies of 
Birds and Mammals of South America" which combines infor¬ 
mative text with the beautiful paintings of famous Axel 
Amuch a* Stegui. 

• * . *1 * , , *f . , , 

"The Audubon Illustrated Handbook of American Birds" 
by Edgar M. Reilly is the most comprehensive and infor-^ 
mative volume ever published on the birds of North America. 
In thorough, definitive, completely up-to-date detail, it 
• describes the habits, life history and appearance of every 
bird found in the U.S., in all, nearly 875 species, and 
includes handsome, lifelike illustrations of more than 500 
birds. This book would seem destined to remain a standard 
authority in its field for years to come. 

. » . « 4 

I * • • ‘ * • 4 , 1/ J 

More specific in subject is "The Shorebirds of North 
America" edited by Gardner D. Stout, with text by Peter 
Matthiesen and brilliant illustrations by Robert Verity. 

Both an art book and a complete reference book, this is 
the first work to cover the shorebirds of the North Ameri¬ 
can continent with such richness of pictorial reproduction, 
readability of text and authoritative technical detail. 


i 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to December 20, 1969 - 2*/9 


- indicates first record for 

the 

year L - indicates last record 

Common Loon 

Nov. 

23L 

1 

over High Level 

! • 1 

William Smith, G. North 

Red-necked Grebe 

Dec. 

19 

1 

Catholic Cemetery 

George W. North 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Dec. 

11 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

G. Meyers, G. Yaki 

Great Blue Heron 

Nov. 

23 L 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Alfred Epp 

Mute Swan 

Dec. 

19 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Alan Wormington, North 

Ca,nada Goose 

Dec. 

19 

17 

Bronte Harbour 

ii it ii n 

Gadwall 

Dec , 

19 

1 

Oakville 

n n n ii 

Pintail 

Dec . 

16 

1 

Catholic Cemetery 

G. W. North 

Green-winged Teal 

Nov. 

22L 

8 

Dundas Marsh 

G. W. North 

American Widgeon 

Dec. 

19 

1 

Oakville 

" , A Wormingten 

Redhead 

Dec. 

4 

15 

Oakville 

G. W. North 

Canvasback 

Dec. 

4L. 

9 

Catholic Cemetery 

G. W. North 

Lesser Scaup 

Nov. 

23L 

2 

E. end of Harbour 

W. Smith, G. North 

White-w. Scoter 

N o v. 

23L 

35 

Lake Ontario 

Chauncey Woods et al. 

Surf Scoter 

Nov. 

23 L 

1 

Community Beach 

" " , North 

Common Scoter 

Nov. 

23L 

1 

n ii 

ii n ii 

Ruddy Duck 

Nov. 

23 L 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

W. Smith, G. North 

Hooded Merganser 

Dec. 

4 

1 

Oakville 

G. W. North 

Cooper's Hawk 

Nov. 

11 

1 

Gage Park 

Danny Bastaja 

Gray Partridge 

Dec. 

20 

26 

Tapieytown 

David Copeland 

American Coot 

Nov. 

23 L 

25 

Mountsburg Dam 

W, Smith, G. North 

Killdeer 

Nov. 

29L 

1 

Valley Inn 

G. W. North 

Common Snipe 

Ncv. 

14L 

3 

Valley Inn 

Alan Wormington 

Dunlin 

Nov. 

29L . 

13 

Bull's Point 

, G. W. North 

Glaucous Gull 

Dec. 

13 F 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Alan Wcrmington 

Bonaparte 1 s Gull 

Dec. 

4 

16 

Lake N. of Canal 

G. W. North 

Snowy Owl 

Nov. 

26'* 

1 

Mt. Hope Golf Links 

Robert K. Sargeant 

Long-earerd Owl 

Dec. 

20 

1 

Mount Albion 

David Copeland 

Saw-whet Owl 

Dec. 

16 

1 

N. of High Level Bridge G. W. North 

Boreal Chickadee 

Dec. 

12-*on 

1 

115 Dalewood Cresc. 

Ronald North 

Tufted Titmouse 

Nov.10,27 . 

2 

Lome Park 

Mrs. Goldhamer; Heaslip 

Carolina Wren 

Nov. 

22 on 

2 

Oakville 

South Peel N. 6. 

Lcng-b. Marsh Wren 

Nov. 

29 

1 

Dundas Hydro Station 

A. Epp, G. North 

Mockingbird 

Ncv. 


3 

Griirfeby Beach 

fide R. MacLaren 

Ruby-cr. Kinglet 

Dec . 

13 

1 

Dundas Hydro Station 

Alan Wcrmington 

Myrtle Warbler 

Dec. 

14 

1 

Dale wood C re sc. 

Alan Worming ten 

Bay-breasted Warb. 

May 

13 F 

1 

east Burlington 

Mark Jennings 

Wilson's Warbler 

May 

13 F 

1 

east Burlington 

Mark Jennings 

Red-wing. BlackbirdDec. 

19 

4 

Watson's L., Dundas 

Mabel Watson 

Rcse-br. Grosbeak 

Nov. 

13L 

1 

Dundas mountain 

Audrey Hawkes 

Pine Grosbeak 

Oct. 

29F 

1 

Lome Park 

South Peel N. C. 


Nov. 

8 

6 

Bronte woods 

. Mark Jennings 

Pine Siskin 

Ncv. 

9 

70 

above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Red Crossbill 

Dec. 

1 

15 

Sulphur,Springs 

G. Meyers, G. Yaki 

White-w. Crossbell 

Dec. 

1 

10 

ii ii 

n ii 

Oregon Junco 

Dec. 

19 

1 

Burlington 

Chauncey & S. Wood 

Fox Sparrow 

Nov. 

20L 

1 

Dundas mountain 

Audrey Hawkes 


Please send your records on the 15th of each month tc George W. North, 
249 Charlton Ave. W., Hamilton 12, Ont., or phone 522-6682. 
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